2025-26 Percy Priest Elementary PTO Executive Committee Meeting Minutes, 9/16/2025

A regular meeting of the PPE PTO Executive Board was held in the school community room on 9/16/2025. 

The meeting convened at 5:05pm. President Mary-Grace Robb presided.

Attendees: Russell Young, Principal; Brooke Temple, Vice Principal; Mary-Grace Robb, President; Melissa Smithson, Vice President; Jenny Alfrey, Past President; Kristin Gentry, Treasurer; Eva Frasca, Assistant Treasurer; Rachel Schultz, Fundraising Chair; McKenzie Kleinhenz, Community Events Chair; Susan Horton, Secretary; Annie Rivera, Communications Chair; Christina Brumleve, Teacher Liaison; Emily Cary, Teacher Liaison.

I. Welcome & Call to Order  
1. Mary-Grace Robb called the meeting to order.

II. Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes
1. A motion was made by Kristin Gentry for approval of the August 19, 2025 meeting minutes with Melissa Smithson seconding the motion. The motion was passed.

III. President’s Report 
1. Mary-Grace Robb provided the President’s report. 
2. She reported that Invest is going well. Reviewed funds raised thus far and participation levels. There will be another promotion Friday during drop off. Based on teacher feedback, class participation will not be measured but grade level participation will be tracked and the first grade to achieve a participation goal will get a special karaoke concert from Dr. Young. 
3. The block party was rescheduled to 9/26. Same plans as before, just a different date.
4. Melissa Smithson is going to roll out trunk-or-treat sign ups soon. Save the dates have been sent.

IV. Principal’s Report 
1. Dr. Young provided the Principal’s Report. 
2. He reported that the first house meeting at the end of August was the realization of a years-long dream! The energy and excitement was inspiring. The second house meeting is next Friday 9/26/25.
3. The playground construction is progressing and is on track for completion.

V. Treasurer’s Report
1. Kristin Gentry provided the Treasurer’s report. 
2. She reported that accounts look great and reviewed account balances.
3. Review of budget performance to date.
4. First finance committee meeting went well. The committee discussed scenarios where teachers might exceed their budget and inquired whether a process exists for teachers to submit a budget request. There was discussion about what scenarios would meet a threshold for submission and how to make any such process equitable and manageable.
5. The fence has not been invoiced yet.

VI. Vice President’s Report 
1. Melissa Smithson provided the Vice President’s Report. 
2. She reported that the new fabulous Fridays for staff went live. Signups are already full for the semester. Signups for the spring will be released at a later date.

VII. Community Events Chair Report 
1. McKenzie Kleinhenz provided the Community Chair Report. 
2. She reported that fall event planning is going well. Trunk-or-Treat signups will go out soon. Discussed examples of who could sign up: individuals/families, groups of teachers, grade level, clubs, Girl Scout troops, etc. 

VIII. Fundraising Chair Report 
1. Rachel Schultz provided the Fundraising Chair Report. 
2. She provided a summary of upcoming fundraisers (photos, mums & pumpkins, Duck Donuts, Nashville SC, Songwriters). Songwriters tickets are selling well for 10/8/25. Percy’s Vintage Closet has successfully been rescheduled.

IX. Communications Chair Report 
1. Annie did not have anything to report for the Communications Chair Report. 

IV. New Business 
1. Walk to school day is 10/1 and the playground is anticipated to be complete, so the official opening can happen that day! There was discussion about timing of this unveiling with walk to school so that kids that don’t walk can participate. Dr. Young will brainstorm and follow up on this.
2. With construction wrapping up, there will be an opportunity to spend reserves on outside space. The construction company is going to provide hoses and sprinklers to help water the new sod because there is no irrigation. Landscaping is guaranteed for 12 months after the construction company leaves the premises. There will be a call out for volunteers to help manage landscaping maintenance. A shade structure is not in the plans for the playground, so that is something to target for investment. There is a planned meeting with the MNPS approved sunshade vendor to plan for a location. This might be something on which to partner with Tiger Club. Discussion about marketing the sun shade as something we spend Invest dollars on to raise awareness about how those funds are used.
3. Another area for planned investment is seating for the front lobby. 

V. Upcoming Dates 
1. September 26th: All school house meeting 
2. September 26th: Rescheduled Block Party from 5-7pm 
3. September 27th: PPE Night at Nashville SC
4. October 1st: Walk to School Day 
5. October 7th: Students do not report 
6. October 8th: Songs Under The Stars 
7. October 8th: Picture day for class pictures and retakes
8. October 10th: Students do not report
9. October 13-17: Fall Break
10. October 26th: Harvest Trunk Or Treat
11. October 28th: Rescheduled Percy’s Vintage Closet 
12. November 6 and 7th: Grandfriends day

VI. Adjournment 
1. Melissa Smithson made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Susan Horton seconded the motion. Meeting adjourned at 5:47 pm.

Susan Horton
Secretary, PPE PTO Executive Board

