2025-26 Percy Priest Elementary PTO Executive Committee Meeting Minutes, 11/18/2025

A regular meeting of the PPE PTO Executive Board was held in the school community room 11/18/2025. 

The meeting convened at 5:01 PM. President Mary-Grace Robb presided.

Attendees: Brooke Temple, Vice Principal; Mary-Grace Robb, President; Melissa Smithson, Vice President; Jenny Alfrey, Past President; Kristin Gentry, Treasurer; Eva Frasca, Assistant Treasurer; Rachel Schultz, Fundraising Chair; McKenzie Kleinhenz, Community Events Chair; Susan Horton, Secretary; Annie Rivera, Communications Chair; Christina Brumleve, Teacher Liaison.


I. Welcome & Call to Order  
1. Mary-Grace called the meeting to order.

II. Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes
1. A motion was made by Ms. Brumlevee for approval of the October 2025 meeting minutes with Jenny Alfrey seconding the motion. The motion was passed.

III. President’s Report 
1. Mary-Grace Robb provided the President’s report. 
2. She reported progress on Invest with 70% participation schoolwide.
3. Net profit on Tiger Cup exceeded their financial goal. 
4. Songwriters was also net profitable and exceeded the goal.
5. Roar Store is at 50% of their financial goal.
6. Trunk-or-Treat was successful, and we will plan it again in 2026.
7. Grandfriend’s Day was a huge success, the new space was well enjoyed, and it resulted in $15K in books for the library.

IV. Principal’s Report 
1. Ms. Temple provided the Principal’s Report. 
2. She reported that there is a house meeting on Friday.
3. There will be a spelling bee in partnership with the TN Titans and Scripps Spelling Bee and Ms. Condra will be the coordinator. More details to come.   
4. Biz Town is tomorrow for 5th grade.
5. >2000 lb of food was donated during the food drive. Kudos to Julia Ryan.
6. American Heart Association campaign kicked off.

V. Treasurer’s Report
1. Kristin Gentry provided the Treasurer’s report. 
2. She reported that operating account is in good shape. Money Market is stable.
3. Reviewed budget performance to date.

VI. Vice President’s Report 
1. Melissa Smithson provided the Vice President’s Report. 
2. She reported 1/30/25 will be a themed family dance night. DJ Louie is tentatively scheduled (pending response). Snack and drinks will be sold. Hope is to offset the cost of the event. The talent show will be rescheduled to 4/9/26.
3. Staff Fridays are going well and the spring calendar will be released soon (ideally with the first newsletter after Thanksgiving).

VII. Community Events Chair Report 
1. McKenzie Kleinhenz provided the Community Chair Report. 
2. She reported that Science Night does not have a lead; therefore, she proposed repurposing the budget for that event to pay for the Science Guy to visit. All children would get to participate if scheduled during the school day. Ms. Acker was previously in contact with the Science Guy – Mary-Grace will follow up with her to understand cost and status of scheduling.
3. Math Night and Art night are on the books. 
4. Proposed an idea to sell trinkets at the family dance, like glow sticks for a glow theme.

VIII. Fundraising Chair Report 
1. Rachel Schultz provided the Fundraising Chair Report.
2. She reported results of recent events. Awaiting results of Shake Shack and Skate Night. Charleston Wrap was a big success.
3. A user reported that the Minted discount code was not working so she will double check it. It will be re-released in the next newsletter. She will also make this a room parent item because it is holiday card season.
4. She announced a new tradition / fundraiser: paint the rock. This will be BYO rock painting supplies. Pay to paint the rock for the purchased time period. There will be community standards about the rock. The fundraiser approval is pending. 
5. Upcoming fundraisers: Pizza night is this Thursday and there is another in December. 12/8 Green Hills Grille. Kendra Scott will do a 14 day shopping event with both in store and online options 12/1-12/13. There will be a 2-hour shopping event on 12/7.

IX. Communications Chair Report 
1. Annie Rivera provided the Communications Chair Report. 
2. She reported that she is not consistently getting all communications so she has started using her personal email to ensure completeness. She proposed moving to gmail for non-profits as a future meeting topic.

IV. New Business 
1. Shade Structure: Tiger Club wants to partner. They asked if there was openness to explore other types of structures, such as a pavilion around the picnic area, because of concerns about the ongoing maintenance required for the sunshade. A pavilion could also benefit the community and could function as an outdoor classroom space. The proposal has also been reviewed by the Finance Committee, and they were generally supportive. The Finance Committee suggested getting teacher feedback regarding placement of the sun shades. They voiced concerns about installation during the winter (Mary-Grace noted installation is scheduled for spring). There were questions about storage – per rep, they should fold up relatively small for storage. The Committee also suggested an official policy for removal of the shades during weather. There was discussion about limited manufacturer warranty and insurance coverage. There was a recommendation to explore other quotes for comparative price points. Ms. Brumlevee stated both playgrounds needs shade solutions, and she suggested something like a bus stop pavilion. There was a suggestion for PTO to explore temporary solutions like tailgate tents to allow more time to explore options for more permanent solutions. Next steps: Mary-Grace is going to follow up with Morgan for an approved vendor list to explore a second quote for a sun shade and identify at least two vendors to spec out pavilions. There will be an update provided in December.
2. Project 60 discussion: there was an increased Invest goal last year to help hire an additional paraprofessional for the growing EE community. There is a delay in the hiring process for paraprofessionals because of how the needs assessment process works, which is a particular stress at the beginning of the school year. The approval process is lengthy and requires a lot of documentation, which is also a draw on teacher and staff resources. Once MNPS approves the position, the cost is absorbed into the school budget. Project 60 contracts are 1 year. Additional paraprofessionals support all kids by providing support to children that have extra needs. This is likely an ongoing need. This needs to be re-assessed for the next year budget. The cost for this year would be prorated for the cost through May. One other future budget consideration is that the IB track requires a full-time language instructor. Melissa Smithson made a motion to approve the funding for an additional paraprofessional. Kristen Gentry seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous to approve. Marketing for giving Tuesday will also be developed and sent. 

V. Upcoming Dates 
1. See above.

VI. Adjournment 
1. Mary-Grace Robb made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Melissa Smithson seconded the motion. Meeting adjourned at 6:17 pm.

Susan Horton
Secretary, PPE PTO Executive Board

